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National MPS Awareness Day 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The National MPS Society requests passage of a Senate resolution to recognize May 15, 2013 as National 
MPS Awareness Day.  The House has already passed a resolution to designate May 15 as National MPS 
Awareness Day as a recurring annual event.  
 

HOW CAN NATIONAL MPS AWARENESS DAY HELP THOSE WITH MPS DISEASES? 
 

 Generates interest in MPS research.  Raising awareness about MPS diseases can help raise interest 
among young researchers to enter the field of MPS research.  Of the few researchers currently 
dedicated to MPS diseases, most are close to retirement. New researchers are essential to those 
with MPS diseases as they can discover new treatments and, one day, unlock a cure for MPS 
diseases. 

 Develops interest among private donors and philanthropists.  Creating national recognition of 
MPS diseases can raise awareness among those who may financially support MPS research, an 
essential component of progress toward new treatments and a cure.   

 Raises awareness in the medical community.  Most physicians and other medical experts are not 
familiar with MPS diseases.  National MPS Awareness Day helps the National MPS Society educate 
this important community so that it can better serve the needs of children with MPS and their 
families.  

 Increases sensitivity in communities in which those with MPS live.  This can provide more 
acceptance among peers, more social support for families, and more welcoming communities, 
schools, and workplaces. 

 Supports families caring for loved ones with MPS.  Acknowledging MPS diseases as a nation 
recognizes the struggle of those with MPS diseases and their families, and communicates to parents 
of children with MPS that the lives of their children are important and valued.  Caring for a family 
member with MPS is a full-time job that has enormous physical, emotional, social and economic 
costs.  A national day of awareness provides meaningful affirmation to those living with MPS 
diseases that they are recognized and their issues matter.  

 
 

PLEASE HELP US RAISE AWARENESS OF MPS BY: 
 

 Co-sponsoring the Senate resolution to recognize May 15th as National MPS Awareness Day. 
 Talking about National MPS Awareness Day on your Facebook page and/or Twitter feed on May 

15th with a link to the National MPS Society’s webpage (www.mpssociety.org). 
 Wearing your MPS Courage bracelet on May 15th and telling people why you are wearing it. 

 
 
For more information, contact: Stephanie Bozarth, Chair, National MPS Society Committee on Federal 
Legislation, stephanie.bozarth@mpssociety.org, (202) 257-7808 

 

MPS diseases are rare genetic diseases that affect both children and adults. They cause progressive damage 
to cells in the body, resulting in severe disability and early death. There are few treatments and no cures.  

But there is hope. 
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